TWO /. af 
PROPOSALS- 
Humbly Offcr'd to the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons, 


Now Aſſembled in Paxiiamenrt. 


I. That a Duty be laid on Malt, in the ſtead of the 


preſent Duty on Beer and Ale; and likewiſe, that 
the ſeveral Engagements that Revenue lies under, 
be Transferr'd on that of Malt. 


Il. That a Duty be laid on Malt, and the preſent 
Duty on Beer and Ale be continued. 


To which s Annex'd 


An Accompt, what in all Probability the| 


Frauds of Brewers do amount. to, and 


wherein ſuch Frauds are Prejudicial to the| | 
King, ro the Subject, and to the Trade ith | 
ſelf : Likewiſe by what Means ſuch Grie-f | - 


vanccs are moſt properly Redreſs'd. 
_- A. Burnaby of the Middle-Temple, Gent. 


LOND 0 N, 
Printed in the Year, 1696. 
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A PROPOSAL humbly Offer d to lay a 
Duty upon Malt, inſtead of the preſent 
Duty on Beer and Ale ; and likewiſe, 
That the ſeveral Engagements the preſent 
Revenue les under, be transferr d on that 


of Malt. 
| T 1s propos'd, That 8 s. per Quarter be laid 


on all Malt made, and to be made, to be paid 
by the Maker thereof monthly, and the Duty 
to be received by the Maltſters from their Cu- 
ſtomers, before they deliver their Malt, ſo that 
the Credit they give may be the ſame, and not 
other than now 1t 15: Beſides, that Brewer or Re- 
tailer that cannot pay the Duty down, 1s not a - 
fit Perſon to be truſted with the other ; and 
thereby in ſome meaſure the Maltſter will be the 
better able to judge who is, or who 1s not fit to 
be cruſted with his Commodity. 
It is humbly preſumed, That there can be no 
Tax levied that will be more Eaſe and Sarisfa- 
A. ctory 


C3 
Etory to his Majeſty's Subjects, that carries with 
it ſuch a viſible Advantage to His Majeſty, as this 


does; as 1s hoped will appear by the following 
Reaſons. 


Firſt, Such a Tax will be leſs felt than uſually 
Taxes are, by reaſon eyery Perſon will pay Pro- 
portionable inthe Price of Malz. The more unt- 
verſal any Tax 1s, 1t is to be ſuppoſed (unleſs in 
ſome Particular Caſcs) to be the more equal ; 
and I preſume, no Perſon will deny that ſuch a 
Tax will prove fo umverſal, that not any Perſon 
will Eſcape paying his Proportion according to 
his Confumprion ; Ergo, No Perſon can com- 
plain ; who Conſumes litle, will have but little 


tO pay. 


Secondly, No Tax has yet bcen levicd that can 
fo fpecdily, and with fo little difficulty, be Col- 
ke&ed, as that on Malt ; by reaſon the Maltſters 
are few in-number.. 


Thirdly, Te 1s to be hoped there will not be 
ſuch. Arrcars as uſually are of Taxcs, by rcafon 
che Maleſters are molt, if nor all of them, very 
rich Men, beſides (as 1s ſaid before) few in 
gumber. Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, The preſent Stock of Malt that lies 
in the Maltſters and Brewers Hands, will amount 
to a large and preſent Sum of Moncy ; I hope 1 
need fay nothing to cvince the Truth of this 
Aſtertion. 


Fifrhly, Thoſe People that buy 'their Drink 
from the Common Brewer, will have thar Drink 
Cheaper than now they have, by reaſon the 8 s. 
Propoſed to be levied, docs not amount to fo 
much as the Exciſe of a Quarter of Malt does by 
gs s. when pur into Drink; for every Brewer 
makes ar leaft Two Barrels and Three Fourths of 
Ale or Strong Beer of each Quarter of Mat, 
whcn Malt 1s at a moderate Price, and fo more 
according As 1t riſes in Price ; and Two Barrels 
and Three Fourths, according ro the preſent 
Duty, will appear to be 13 s. or thereabouts. 
By this it does appear, the Brewer will get 5, s. 
per each Quarter of Malt more than now he 
does under the preſent Duty ; and by the ſame 
Rule thoſe Perſons that buy of the Common 
Brewer will have their Drink cheaper than now 
they have : And likewiſe I may add this further, 
( viz.) The Conſidering Houſewives will tell 

& © you, 
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you, That according to the preſent Duty on Ale 
and Becr, there 1s very little, if any atall, be- 
ewcen buying their Drink of the Brewers, and 
making 1p themſelves 3 whether it be that the 
Quantity ' they brew 1s not great, ſo that they 
waſte as much Coals as if the Quantity were as 
much more, Servants time the ſame, or the 
want of Skill in making. the 'moſt of their Malt, 
or the want of Judgment in chuſing what 1s fit- 
teſt for their purpoſe, I will not pretend to de- 
dermine. But I have ſome Reaſon to belicye all 
what I have named have in their ſeveral Circum- 
ſtances an equal ſhare; however, I leave this 
Matter to thoſe who have made more Experi- 
ment than I have; but, if this Poſition be true, 
then I may venture to fay, There will very few 
or none feel this Tax, but, inſtead han, may 
prove both a Conveniency and an Advantage to 
almoſt all Perſons; however it may be a ſufh- 
cient Encouragement that ſuch a Tax be Levied, 
fince likewiſe 1t 1s to be feared there will be a Ne- 
ccſlity of Levying of ſome ſort of Tax or other ; 
theretore may. preſume this will not be lIetr defti- 
tute of Hope of Succeſs.. 


Sixthly, 
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1-2)8ix8hly,'It will puta oughty: Equality.on the 
Brewing Trade, even to the Preſervation of a great 
Number of Brewers, that are at this time almoſt 
-atthe Brink of Ruine, and have-Strugled under 
the 'Diſaſe for ſeveral Years laſt paſt, by reaſon of 
the GreatBrewers,who by their greatTrades haying 
a mighty Opportunity of Defrauding more than 
the Lefſer Ones-have, to -keep up and advance. 
their Trades, do ſell better or ſtronger Drink, 
more Meaſure and Cheaper than the Leſſer 
-Brewers . ( who, by reaſon of the Smalnefs of 
their Trades, have not ſuch Adyantage by Frauds) 
.can afford'to do : And. by this: means 1t does ap- 
pear, they cannot have any Cuſtomers that can 
be ſuppoſed to make good Payment for what 
.they buy of them ; for if they could, moſt cer- 
tainly they would :apply themſelyes to! the Great: 
Brewers, where they will receive ſuch viſible Ad- 
yantages, different trom what the Lefler Brewers, 
can afford to let them have, , and conſequemly 
thoſe few good Cuſtomers the Lefler Brewers: 
have, they. get nothing by, perhaps loſe; fince 
then, the only Cuſtomers the Lefler Brewers, 
have, that they, can hope to get by, are bad, it 
_ be concluded, Such an Employment muſt 


end in Deſtruction. 
L Seventhly,, 
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_  Seventhly;) Every xoo1.:ma Colledted,a-better 
by 3-4. or 48. per Cem. (according to; the Inte- 
reſt His Majeſty: pays for Money) [than any Tax 
thar has yet appear'd,. by::zeaſon Mak cannot 
be made m the Summer ; fo -that the Maltters 
are forced to make the Quantity of. the whole 
| Year in the Winter Seaſon, and conſequemly the 

'» exe Tax will be received /1n-lefs than. Seven 

ONrtns. UF) 


Eightly, The Charge of bringing this Tax 16- 
to the Exchequer, will not be above One Thurd 
Parr ſo auch as that of the Exciſe onAle and Beer 
now is. Every Perfon that knows a Malt-houfe, 
and a Brewhouſe, knows the Tecouſheſs of the 
Firſt, and.the Nimbleneſs of che Latter; inſo- 
much, - that One Officer may ſerve 'one Malt- 
Kiln ( by the way, it is reaſonable ro believe therc 
are Twenty Brewhouſes to One Kiln) berter than 
Three Officers can One Brewhouſe, accordmg 
co the prefent Laws and Management of the Ex- 
Cife : Beſides, the Propoſer humbly prefumes he 
'hath Framed ſuch a Method, that it ſhall be 
morally impoſſible, That the Maker of Malt can 
defraud the Tax or any part thereof. 


How 
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_ blgy much: this'witl advance: beyond 'what 
now # dges;-1 will not-precend to'fay ; becauſe 
Lthink p@ Juſt or Certain Eftimavioncan be made 
thereof: bur when:once: we reftedt on the great 
Quantiyes of Stoue ar:Double-Ales, and Stour 
or Double-Bcer, that the ſeveral and/almoſt all 
the Coungcs in Exg/azd, : nay, that pals by the. 
Names 'of_ each: County or. Town,! as is Con-- 
ſumed un this Town, not to mention what 'every 
Town or County Conſumes it felf of thoſe ſorts. 
of. Ltquors, . evan Loxidon and Middleſex not 
exempead;, whigh .” Pay, as! it is: laid on the 
Drink, nd more Dury than the Common Ale. 
and Strong Beer the- Common 'Brewers brew, 
which: confumes five.times the Male 'in ! propor- 
tron; tO every. Barrel, of choſe ſorts of Liquors . 
that the ' Common”. Ale and. Beer does ;. 
and perhaps 'tis not very. difficule to ' prove, 
were # Neccſlary, that. it. was the Chiefeſt 
Cauſe (the Humour of this Town, as well as 
the Country, running more of late upon theſe : 
very Strong Laquors than heretofore ) that” the | 
Exciſe on Ale and Beer, when Doubled, did nor. 
amountto twice the Value of the Excife, when Sin- 
gle, together with the ditficuley of Detecting the 
Frauds of Brewers, which they were encourag'd. 

tO, , 
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to, ſo much the more, by: ſo much the greater 
the Duty was; Nay, the: Commiſſioners ' 'of 
Exciſe can,: ft; they :pleaſe;.raLyou, it: did not a- 
mount to:much.rmhore thanrOne Third Part more 
than when Single ;” but when likewiſe we come 
to reflect what great Quantities neceſſarily muſt 
be uſed. by all the Private Families. chat Brew 
their: own: Drink, together :withi the: Yeaply large. 
Quantities that are Exported beyond the Seas, 
I ſay, when we once come” to retfect on the: ſe- 
veral ways:that neceſlarily»muſt be, of :the.Con- 
ſumption, of that;; ſort of: Grainy' regerher: wich 
theſe Vilible Adyantages, that this will be Ma- 
naged with leſs than: One Third Part of the 
Charge that the other 1s; the Prevention - of the 
Brewer's Frauds, and the. Money. all brought in- 
to the Exchequer 1n Seven Months; when I come 
and tell you likewiſe that the Frauds of Brewer's, 
rogethcr with the -many bad Debts the Victual- 
lers and Kettle Brewers do make, and unavoida- 
ble too, will, in - all probability; amount, with 
thetwo Thirds ſaycd in the difference of Manage- 
ment,to at lcaſt ego000 /. per Annum, which bad 
Debts cannot be ſuppoſed ro be Contracted 
with the Maltſters, who, (as is. hinted before,) 
arc all ric/d Men, which I hope I have ſufhgi- 

cently 


S P3- | 


ently proved in my Propoſals, now before the 
Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of 
His Majeſty's Treaſury, Intituled, Propoſals for 
the better Management of the Brewery ; there 
needs nothing more, in my Humble Opinion, to 
induce a Compliance with ſuch a Propoſal ; 
However, to give it yet a greater Credit, let us 
but look what Effe&ts the Coftce-Berry has had; 
which will appear Viltble to any Capacity, (com- 
paring the one withthe other) to bea veryParallcl 
Caſe ; Nay, even in this; that the Coffec-houſes 
contracted a great many bad Debts that are not 
yet, and tis to be feared never. will be paid, now 
upon the Berry quite the contrary : I think no 
Perſon a. Stranger to the Effe&s of that Act, cſpe- 
cially not any of the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons to whom this 1s chiefly Intended, becauſe 
there ſcarce cycr yet was any thing of this kind 
that had not its Enemies, though it were but for 
Argument ſake over a Diſh of Coflce in a Coffee- 
Houſe ; therefore I cannot hope this ſhould 
cſcape, were it much better than what it 1s, I take 
the Liberty of laying down what I humbly 
Conceive are the moſt Material or Probable Ob- 
jctions that can be made to it. 


B The 
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| Fon y elnanacdt wo. AS >: 
The Encmics of this Propofal wilt be apt to 
make theſe three following Objections,” which, 
according to my Apprehenfion, arcall the thing 
cat by ſappoſeq ro bears” en IN, 2. 


Huw © = 


Ir is not ſo Equal as tlie Propoſtr 'would have 
the World believe, by reaſon the Tax will fall 
intirecly upon, one ſort of Grain, and, conſe- 
uently upon one, ſort of Land that bears ſuch 
To which I make Anſwer ; The Difference of 
affefing the Land' or Grain more by this Duty,, 
than ir 15 affected, by that of theExciſe on Beer and 
Alc, is only, it pays, the Duty in one when 
Matt: in the other; when thae very Mault is 
made into Drink; and Malt is of little or no 
other uſe, or at leaſt *ris, not put tp.any other . 
than the making of ' Drink in this Nation ; bc- 
{ides, there 1s this gencral Argument to back it, 
that the Seller always Commands the Buyer ; 
Conſcqucntly, the Farmer and Maltfter will get 
more than row they do, and this. Encourage- 
ment given to other People as welt as the Brew- 
rs, Of havirg their Drink Cheaper than _ 
they 


Cc 11 
they have, asT-hape I have {already betore made 


1t plainly appear, and the Brewer co haye the 
Vifible Encouragement of 5 s. per Quarter, I * 
fy. both cheſe/muſt: neceſſarily cauſe the Greater 
<Qonſunption of that ſort of Gramn.',; It is robe 
hoped” trom | theſe Conſiderations, that :Malr 
will be one of the-Chiefeſt and moiſt Advantage- 
ous Grain the Farmers will imploy themſelves in; 
Conſequently, that ſort of Land will bear to 
the Landlord a greater Price. 


"T4 Objefion: | UP: + 
bog Fl fo 4 


- That Private Familics, and:thoſe Sttangers that 
carry this: ſort of Gram beyond the Seas, will 
be.Subject/ta'a Duty. m this, that were not. by 
that of the Exciſe on Beer and Ale. Tots 


To: which I make this Anſwer ; I hope I have 
made-1t appear, that Private Families will rather 
be Gamers ;”. Eſpecially, all thoſe «chat buy their 
Drink'trom the'\Common Brewer, and: thoſe that 
do not, the Difference ſo little, I believe will | 
(according to what I have hinted of this mat- 
ter before): be ſcare diſcernable ; unlcſs'it be*to 
ſome few that cannot have the Conveniency of 
B 2: A 
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a Common +Brew-Houſe | to: fupply them ; and 
as tor what Corn 1s Exported beyond the Scas, I 
- muſt own *twill Intirely tall apon them; bur in a 
thing of this Nature -1t cannot be expected, a 
Shoe ſhould be made that can fit every Perſon's 
Foot, but in my Humble Opinion, 1t a Shoe be 
made that firs the Generality of Mankind, *ts 
ſufficient. - - Wn OO 7 


Objefion III 


How the Preſent Engagements on the Revenuc 
of Exciſe on Bcer and Ale, can be transfcrred on 
Malt to the Satisfaction of the King and. Sub- 
-xc& ; Which in truch is rather a Queſtion, and 

4 Lawyers are the fitteſt Perſons. to. reconcile 
Tat. | FTE SEL | 


However! I beg cave humbly to offer ſomething: 
on the King's. Behalf, that his Subjects ſecurity on 
this of Malt, will be much Greater and the Dur) 
much Quicker brought into the Exchequer,though. 
they will not have the fame Security for their 
Money, as they had when they Lent their Mo- 
neys; Yet if they. havc inſtead thereof a much 


Greater, and a Quicker return, there 18 very lit- 
tlc 


1M 


(13) 
tle Danger of their receiving any Prejudice there« 
by ; bur *tis plain they will receive an Advan- 
tage from both ( iz.) the Moneys coming 
into the Exchequer quicker, and the Securities 
being much greatcr. ; 

It this Honourable Houſe ſhall not think it ad- 
viſcable to make ſo great an Alteration of fo. 
weighty a Concern, without firſt making Expe- 
riment on ſome part. 

It is further humbly propoſed, That 2.5. per 
Quartcr be laid on all Malt, as by former Pro-- 
poſals, and the preſent Duty of Exciſe be con- 
tinued :. By ſuch a Propoſal (were it but to con- 
tinue til] the nexr Seſſion of Parliament) a. ſufh- 
cient Experiment in all probability would by 
that time be made thereof, by which this Hon- 
ourable Houſe would be the better able to make 
Judgment, whether there really were ſuch: Ad- 
vantages to the King and. Subject, as I have in 
the former Propoſal mentioned, and.conſequently, 
whether it were for the Advantage of both; that: 
fuch anAlteration were made,and the Engagements, 
that ſhould. then happen to be, be transferred. 

It is humbly hoped, *twill appear, That even: 
this Propoſal is not wholly deſtitute of: Reaſon; 


to juſtific it, from the tollowing Conſiderations. 
Enſts, 
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_ Firſt, It is humbly preſumed the 2 s. thus Le- 
vied, will be as Univerſal as any Tax that has 
yet been Levicd. Now if the Univerſality of a 
Tax proves its Equality, as indeed it ſeems {at 
leaſt tro me) ſo ro do, (unleſs in ſome very tew 
particular Caſes) this Poſition allow'd, 1 may 
ycnture to ſay it will : be as.Equal as Univerſal, 
by rcaſon every Perſon will pay his Proportion 
according to his Conſumption. ; 
Secondly, That the Common Brewers,  not- 
withſtanding the 2 s. thus Levied, will not be 
ſo high Taxed by 2s. 9d. per Quarter or therc- 
abour, as they were when the Double Duty was 
laid on the Exciſe ; for at 6s. 6d. per Barre] 
(which was the Double Duty) Two Barrels and 
Three Fourths amounts to 17 s. 10d. :at 45. 9d. 
per Barrel (which 1s the preſent Duty;) Two Bar- 
.rels and Three Fourths amounts to 13s. | which 
deducted from 17s. 10d. !. remains 45. 9d, :. 
Two. Shillings deducted, which 1s the preſent. 
propoſed Taxon cach Quarter of Malt, fti]l there 
will remain 25s. 9d. \. This, I humbly preſume, 
+15 ademonſtration ſufficient, (viz.) To prove the 
Brewers have been more Taxed, than what they 


will 
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will. be by this Propofal, and I prcſume likewiſe 
*rwill ſcarce be denied, the preſent Aﬀairs ſeem; 
to. want as great Supplies this Year, as any fince 
the Revolution, and this 15 not propoſed for a: 
longer time. A, | 


;: Thirdly, Thoſe that Brew Double Drinks will be- 
in fome mcafuve by this:Tax (which they are not 
as it hics. on the Drink) equally charged with the 
Common Brewers, which they at. this time ſeem. 
to. have got the upper hand. of, by taking Ad- 
vantage of the Laws of Exciſe, which makes no 
other diſtin&tion in the Strength of Drink, than 
thus Generally, (2iz.) for all Drink worth above. 
6's. per Baurcl to. pay as Strong, and all'under: 
65. as Small. 

- To prove this Afſertion, I nced fay. no more. 
than what every Perſons knows, That the one: 
Conſumes at leaſt five times. the Quantity un: 
Proporeon to cvcry. Barrel brewed, more than 


the orher. . - 


Fourthly, The Diſtillers that brew Drink from. 
Malt; -on purpoſe to make Spirits or Strong Wa-' 
ters, wall alſo be charged equally with-the other: 
Brewers 1n this ; there necds nothing TI. preſume * 

109 
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to evince the Truth of this Afertion: I humbly 
beg leave to take notice of thoſe fort of Gentle- 
tlemen the Diſtillers in this place, though alto- 
gether foreign to this preſent Subject, but ought 
to have been 1n the former Propoſal ; that 1s, 
(viz.) They Conſume great quantities of Malt ; 
| Itkewiſe, they commut great Frauds, many bad 
Debts contracted, and a great Charge to His 
Majeſty for the Management of it : All which 
would be prevented, if the whole Tax was laid 
on Malt, and the few other Materials the Di- 
ſtillers uſe in their Buſineſs, which are not very 
many. 


Fifthly, That there ought to be a difference 
between Private Families brewing their own 
Drink, and Drink, brewed by the Common 
Brewers, or Rctailers for Sale, docs appear by 
the firſt Inſtitution of this Tax ; for by the Acts 
of Parliaments relating to thoſe Matters, none 
ought to pay that Duty but ſuch as was ſuppoſed 
to make Profit by what they brewed ; ergo, a 
difterence is juſt, cſpecially if made, by an Autho- 
rity t00 great to be queſtioned (ar leaſt by me, or 
any private Perſon) an Act of Parliament. 


It 
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1f this Honourable Houſe ſhall not think c- 
ther of the former Propoſals worthy of being 
complied with, I humbly beg leave to inform 
this Honourable Houſe, what in all probability 
the preſent Frauds of the Brewers do amount to, 
being ſuch, as it's to be tearcd, if this Honourable 
Houfe docs not take ſome Care to preycnt them, 
will nughuly encreaſe, even beyond one Third 
Part of that Revenue, notwithſtanding the great 
Charge (not to mention the great Trouble) His 
Majelty 1s at, at preſent, and the greater per- 
haps _ the preſent Laws. of Exciſe) he muſt 
be ar hercafter, to keep 1t at the Ebb it's now at, 

2iz. Thar only once Third Part be defrauded. 
To Prove which, *cis but looking back to what 
former Years has produced, and comparing 
them with the latter, when they had nor ſuch 
 Temprations to Detraud as now they have ; by 
rcaſon the Duty even at this time 1s almoſt dou- 
ble to what then it was,and has been almoſt treble 
ſince His Preſent Majcſty's Reign, which wall 
not be denied, I preſume, (viz.) That they have 
a much greater Temptation to put them upon 
che Contrivance of Frauds more now than for- 
merly ; For the PENALTIES are the ſame 
now as then, which 1s all the Check the Brewers 
204 have 


| (18 ) 
have. The Trouble and Charge they are at in 


committing their Frauds are the fame, and not 
other than heretofore. The Exciſe when at 
25. 6d. per Barre] Strong, and 6d. per Barrel 
Small, d1d amount to about 680334 /. per An- 
num, NOW at 4 s. 9d. per Barrcl Strong, and 
I s. 3d. per Barrel Small, docs amount to about 
900000 /. per Anmum, according to the addi- 


tional Duty, that is { from 2s. 6 d. Strong and 


6 A. ſmall, to 4 s. 9 4. Strong and to 1s. 3 d, 
Small, which 1s almoſt double; the Exciſe ought 
ro come to at leaſt 1330000 /. per Annum ; aC- 
cording to this Computation it comes ſhort 
430000 /. per Annum : Suppoſe an allowance of 


' 30000 /. per Annum be made for the Humour of 


this Town as well as the Country, running more 
of Jate (as 1s hinted in the firſt Propoſal) upon 
the ycrv Strong or Double Ales than formerly, 
when the Fxciſe amounted to the above-mention- 


\£d Sum Gt 1330000 /. per Annum. Suprofe like- 


wiſc an Hlowance of 20000 /. per Anrumbe made. 
for the Peclerſion of the Brewing Trade of late 
years; thuugh I ſhould tink it no very great 
Task to prove, were 1t neccllary, That that Tradc 
of late is nut in the leaſt declined. But I ſhall 
have zoom to make large atlowances ; therefore, 


lt 
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leſt that Objection ſhould ariſe, that alſo ismade 
here out. Suppoſe likewiſe an allowance of 
10000 /. per Annum, be made in the itcad of 
Exciſe on the Retailers of Coffee, which 1s more 
than ever was reccived by that Duty, when the 
Exciſe did amount to 680334 /. per Annum, that 
Duty helped to make up the aforclaid Sum, 
which at this time is on the Berry, and the Duty 
reccived at the Cuſtom-Houſe. Suvpoſe hkewile 
the Diſtillery be the ſame now as then, accord- 
ing to the Additional Duty on it, though in 
fact 1t 1s conſiderably advanced even accord- 
ing to the Additional Duty. All theſe De- 
ductons amount to but &ooco /. per Annum, 
which deducted from 430000 /. there will (till 
remain 370000 /, *Tis to be ſuppoſcd that even 
then ( when the Exciſe was at but 2 s. 6d. per 
Barrcl Strong, and 64. per Barrel Small) the 
Brewers were not all Puritans ; but ſuppoſe an 
Allowance be made for the tacn ſuppos'd Frauds. 
of 30000/. (though upon a Nicer Examination, 
there would be good reaſon to ſuſpect twice that 
Sum did not ſerve their Turns) then the Brewers 
Frauds will amount to Four Hundred Thou- 
ſand Pound per Annum, which 1s con{iderab'y 
aboye One Third Pare. Therc nvught be much 

5 mare 
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more ſaid to fwell the aforcſaid 400000 L per 
Annum, to a much greater Sum ; but it 15 to be 


fear'd that even that's nach too great to be well 
feared at this time. I humbly beg leave ro ſhew 


_ this Honourable Houfe, wherem in my humble 
 Opmion, the Frauds of Brewers are Prejudicial 


ro the King, to the Subjects m General, and to 
the Trade it fclt. « 


Firft, Theſe Frauds arc a Difappointment to 
the King, by Reafon that thereby che Excife does 
not anſwer the Sum 1t was given for; Ceonfc- 
quently, rhe Fund to the Lender of Momies is 
not ſo Good or Lage, as if it did fully An- 
fwer. 


Secondly, They are prejudicial to the Publick 
in General, by reaſon that if the Brewers paid 
for all they brew'd (as in Conſcience and Truth 
they .ought) rhe leſs Taxes would ſcrve turn, 
Conſequently, are prejudicial to the Subjcet. 


Thirdly, Theſe Frauds are prejudicial to the 
Brewing Trade ; Every Perſon that knows the 
Brewing Trade, knows the greatcr the Trade, 


the 
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the gxcater Oppozxtunity they have to Defraud ; - 
Inforuch, Ss very fimall Brewers can. 

ſcarce Defraud any, the great Brewers having 
fuch advantage, do fell Stronger or better Drink, 
more Meaſure, and Cheaper than the Lecfitr ones . 
can, who by reaſon of the want of ſuch great . 
Tradcs, have not ſuch great Advantages by 

Frauds ; the Icffer Brewers by this means (as s- 
ſaid in the Firſt Propoſal ) cannot. be ſuppofed 

to have any Cuſtomers that can make good Pay- 

ment for what they buy of chem, for if they 
could, no doubt they would apply them-. 
ſelves to the great Brewers, where they will. 
receive ſuch viible Advantages, difterent from 

what the lefſer Brewers can afford them, ſo that: 
what few good Cuſtomers the lefler Brewers can : 
be ſuppoſed to have, they get nothing by, per-.. 
haps lofe ; ſince then, the only Cuſtomers the . 
Iefler Brewers have that they can hope to get by - 
are bad, it will not be denicd, I preſume, that . 
the Trade thercby 1s greatly prejudiced; there 

will alſo this Conſequence nc<flarily follow (if .' 
the Trade it (elt be thus prejudiced ) the Publick - 
will be yct further rrejudiced, who will be oblt-. 
gcd to bear ſome Tax levied on them to make.- 
good ſuch Deficiency, as may accrue therefrom. þ. 


The - 


a 


The Prevention of which, in my Humblc 
Opinion, hes moſt properly and intirely in the 
Breaſt of this Honourable Houſe, that it may 
be prevented without any other Laws than what 
already. are made, there is no doubt ; But what's 


_ the Conſequence ? Perhaps it will coft as much 


to have it done, as will. be ſaved, which is thc 
ſame thing, almolt, as if it were permitted ; it 
cannot be imagined ſuch an Abuſe wou'd have 
bcen permitted fo long, did it lie in the Power 
of Art, with a Reaſonable Charge to have pre- 


vented it ; but when we come to. rcfle&t undcr 


whoſe Management this Afﬀair has been. for this 
many Years paſt, and at preſent is, namely that 
Honourable Perſon who is at the Head of tne 
Treaſury, there will not be the leaſt hope Ictr 


us to bclicve any Judgment or Art hath been 


wanting, or can be improved, but what muſt 
neccflarily owe 1ts birth to this Honourable 
Houſe, and where thoſe Grievances can' beſt be 
Redreſis'd. 

Now ſuppoſe there were a Penalty inflicted, 
that every Brewer that ſhould ercct and make ule 
of a Private Back, a Private Tun, or a Private 
Store-houſc, ſhould pay 500 /. That every Brewer 
that ſhould Conccal the Quantity of a Barrcl of 

Strong 
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Strong Becr, Ale, or Small Beer from the Sight 
of the Gager, ſhould pay 15/. for cach Barrel; 
Thar every Brewer that ſhould nux Small Beer 
to Strong Beer or Ale, after the Gager has taken 
his Morning Gage, unleſs it be in the Preſence of 
a Gager, to pay for every Barrel ſo mix'd 15 /. 
For denial of Entry go /. and the other Penal- 
tics in- Proportion, and a Plentiful Reward our 
thereof to the Informer. I ſay, did this Hono- 
rable Houſe think it adviſeable, that ſome ſach. 
Penalties were Inflicted, nort-any Brewer of them 
all would dare accempt committing the leaſt kind 
of Fraud ; by which, *tis plain, the great Grie- 
vance betore ſpoken of, would be Redreſs'd: by 
fuch Penalties, for the Brewer has even. under 
the preſent Penalr:cs theſe Conſiderations; '( viz: ) 
What Advantage he 1s like to reap ; the hazard. 
he runs ; which are three forts, ( viz.) The Pe- 
nalty, the Charge he 1s to be at, -and-the Conhi- 
dence he 1s neccilitated to Repole in! his Servants, 
which, to ſay the Truth, are noc Perfons of the 
grcatcit Faith 5 Suppoſe the Maſter would com- 
mit a Fraud, and run the hazard of the ſuppoſed. 
Penalties, he would not dare to intruſt his. Ser- 
vants therewith, and without their Privity the 
Maſter cannot commut. the Fraud ; Beſides, by 

| fuch 
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fuch Penalries (as 1s. before ſpoken of )- His Ma- 
ety would fave ac leaft 40000 /. per Annu, in 
the Management, for where there is a Necctlity 


now to imploy Foar Officers, Two woald ſerve 
tura, and fo in proportion in moſt of the other 


 Imployments. 1 humbly hope it will appear by 


theſe following Reafons, that ſuch Penalties arc 
rot only of uſe to the King, to the Publick mn 


General, by Redreſſing the Great Grievances that 


fall out in the marter of the Exciſe, and che E- 


quality and Preſervation of the Trade 1t felf which 
T humbly ptcfame have before ſufficiently prov'd) 


bur alfo;that every Brewer will be left deſtituce of 
the leaſt ground to Complain thereof, Conſe- 


quently, will be preſumed to be Juſt and Rea- 


fohable. | 

As thus, Every Brewer that ſhews the Gagers 
all ke hath Brewed, and dobes not Conceal or De- 
fraud any; is not Subject to the Penaltes 3 Con- 


fequently, 'hc will have no cauſe to Complan, it 


he Deſtands not, he will not have .:, thing to 
pay, I tmean of the Penalties; He that will by 


Day-light burn his Fingers, cannot expect lets 
thaf'to feel the ſmart thereof. 


All the ObjeRion that be rais'd againſt It ; 
ih ty humble Opinion, 1s this, ( viz. ) at the 
Brewer's 
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Brewers Servants ſhould Defraud any without the = 
Maſter's privity, ( ſuppoſed to do 1t on purpoſe 
ro get the Reward propoſed to the Informer) ir 
would be a Hardſhip upon the Maſters. True, 
I fay ſo too ; bur there 1s this Remedy provided 
by the preſent Laws of Exciſc, (for that very 
purpoſe) -that it doth lie: in the Breaſt of the 
Commiſſtoners, to nutigate any Penalty tro any 
degree they pleaſc, taking nothing leſs than the 
double Duty and the Charge the Officer 1s at in 
finding out the Fraud ; It will not be ſuppos'd, I 
prefume,any thing that has but aCountcnance like 
chat, would be Inflicted by che Commuſſioners, 
that make no profit oo: ih bur ſet to deal E- 
qually between the King and the Brewer. I hum- 
bly preſume, what 1s ſaid before, 1s ſufhcient ro 


Convince any Perſon, at leaſt this Unbyaſs&d 


Honourable Houſe, that the Objection 1s fully 
Anſwer'd ; and I defy the Brewers themſelves, I 
mean the Great ones that have made large Eſtates 
ſolely out of Frauds, tro make any other Obje- 
&tion ; and for the lefler Brewers, ( the greater 
Number of the two) 1 will take the Liberty to 
Anſwer for them, that they ſhall (if requir'd ) 
Petition this Honourable Houſe that ſuch an Act 
ſhould paſs for the Preſervation of their Trade. 
| D Note, 
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Note: That upon a Mydeſt, 20Mmputa 
ry Becwer thar- makes*lfe ofa 6 46H 
Frivate:/Fun; or PrivacesStore-How 
Moderate Size. or - Bignels, makes-jat leaſt 129. 
per Weck,: which. uſed- hut fix Months will make 
480L- which” villalmoſ&; Anſwer -the Pcnaltics. 
propoſed,” This,-in my: humble:Opimion, - ſhews, 
the. Peoalies prope ſed are not Extravagant... 


"A 
. a * >.D 


"if « any Part: of. the Fr Matter  ſbal hap- 
pen to prove: Advantageous either to'the King 


or to the Subjef, I Jhall obtain my Ends : 
The Whole is humbly Submitted to that Great, 
and- Honourable Houſe the Houſe of Commons. 
the r. :Gupae. W Wine 


